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and commercial fishing industry. A total of $162.8 million of direct, induced and indirect state 
and local tax revenue was generated by processing activity at the Port of New Bedford with 
another $391.1 million of federal taxes. In addition, $228.3 million of state and local taxes and 
$608.2 million federal taxes were supported due to economic activity of the related users using 
the Port of New Bedford. 

Even the most optimistic estimates for the potential economic contribution of offshore 
wind don't come close to the existing contributions of commercial fishing. The working families 
of our region have depended on the good jobs provided by fishing quite literally since before the 
American Revolution. 

Our comments reflect our experiences here in the port and those of many fishermen, 
businessmen and women� and vendors who have reached out to us who call New Bedford their 
home. 

General Comments 

BOEM initially conducted workshops in 2013 and 2014 on fisheries mitigation, it is now 
the summer of 2022. Multiple leases have been issued during this time so any uniform mitigation 
will be difficult to accomplish especially if it is only in the form of guidance where a developer 
theoretically could choose not to follow BOEM's recommendations. 

With that said, and while we understand that the contents of this documents do not have 
the force and effect of law, we are concerned with the overall lack of clarity and enforceability 
with the language presented in the document. Throughout the document equivocal words such 
as "may be required", "reasonable efforts", "if needed", "when feasible", "recommend", and 
"should consider" are used. These words provide little incentive for a lessee to take the actions 
recommended and the document itself does little to emphasize what consequences a developer 
may face if they decide that an action is not "needed", "reasonable" or "necessary". We propose 
amending the language to reflect those instances where it is clear that an action must be taken 
and it is just the manner in which it will be taken that is up in the air. For instance, BOEM uses 
the phrase "if necessary" in connection with direct monetary payments for mitigation fisheries 
losses. There is not one single entity, including BOEM, that reasonably thinks that such 
payments will not be necessary, so why is BOEM still using uncertain language in that instance? 

BOEM has the clear statutory authority to require certain actions and hold developers to 
standards as part of SAP, COP, and GAP approval. Any ability left to the wind developers to 
choose their own procedures will always result in their taking the least expensive path most 
favorable to them, not commercial fishing. "Mitigation" by definition is the action of reducing 
the severity, seriousness or painfulness of something. Many of the issues covered by the 


















