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March 13. 2023 

Representative Lynn R. Smith 
Chairperson� Natural Resources and Environmental Committee 
House of Representatives 
State Capital Room 228 
Atlanta .. GA 30334 

Subject: Natural Resources and Environment Committee Hearing on HB-71, Okefenokee 
Protection Act 

Honorable Rep. Lynn R.Smith, 

As the Princiµal Chief of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, I wish to express my deep appreciation to 
the Chairman. Vice Chairman. and the other Natural Resources and Environment Committee 
members for taking the time to hear our comments on HB 71 - the Okefenokee Protection Act. 

Since before the founding of Georgia in 1733, the Okefenokee Swamp has been an important place 
for Muscogee (Creek) people. Through events outside the control of any living person� the 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation now finds itself in the modem state of Oklahoma. While our nation is 
tied to Georgia in the past, we are united with the Georgians of the present in support of HB-71. 

The Okefenokee Swamp is a special place. It is special because of the natural ecosystem found in 
no other place than southeast Georgia. It is special for many because of its role in Georgia's history 
and its contributions to the foundations of American history. It is special for a number of reasons 
to many Georgians. A fact that many of you know and understand. 

Through our trust relationship with the U.S. Government and in consultation with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, I declared the Trail Ridge from Hoboken, Georgia, to the St. Marys River, a 
sacred site. I have attached that letter for the committee's record. HB-71 aims to protect the same 
area from the same threats with a law written, supported, and passed by the people of Georgia. 

The Trail Ridge and the Okefenokee Swamp are tied together, each contributing to the formation 
and importance of the other. Both are worthy of the protections the State of Georgia can place on 
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